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China/Russia: More Fighters (S/NF) 


a A senior Russian air force officer in February - 
sanouueed Moscow had agreed sell Beijing the Su-27 license for about $2.5 
billion in cash and barter. according to press reports. (S/NF) 


Comment: For Moscow, the.sale represents a much-needed infusion of cash for 
aviation firms, reducing factory shutdowns and layoffs. For Beijing, which has 
experienced serious setbacks in its indigenous fighter aircraft design programs, 

the Su-27 deal maintains its technological parity with Taipci and allows it to catch 
up with East Asian ncighbors. most of which have purchased advanced fighters in 
the past five years. (S) 
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The Su-27 is by far China’s most capable combat aircraft: it has played a 
prominent role in recent-cxercises opposite Taiwan. It is the only fighter aircraft in 
China's inventory with sufficient ranye to patrol over the Spratly islands without the 
need for mid-air refucling. China hay made steady progress assimilating the Flankers 
since receiving its first squadron of 26 aircraft in 1992. (C) 

(SECRET/NOFORN) 






March 22, 1996 





